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NEW 2023 REGIONAL STANDARDS FOR COOLING EQUIPMENT 
Kenneth Jung 
 

O ver the past few years things in the HVAC industry have been fairly 
status quo, but that is all about to change. Within the next few 

years, we will experience several changes starƟng with new regional 
standards of “minimum efficiencies” on cooling equipment and heat 
pumps going into effect on January 1, 2023. 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) has passed regulaƟons taking effect on 
January 1, 2023, that will require higher minimum efficiencies of both air 
condiƟoning equipment and heat pumps. These changes will result in 
both product design changes and price changes.  
 
For the purposes of efficiency requirement, the DOE breaks up the coun-
try into three geographical areas. Here in Wisconsin, we fall into the 
Northern region. Our region will require that the new minimum efficien-
cy for an air condiƟoning unit be up graded one point to a minimum of 
14 SEER. That means that the 13 SEER units will be geƫng phased out of 
producƟon. As an example; the exisƟng 4SCU13LE will be disconƟnued 
and will be replaced by the 4SCU16LE model. 
 
What is required to meet these new efficiency requirements? On the air 
condiƟoning condensing unit side, more efficient compressors will be 
uƟlized, larger condensing coils will be required, larger cabinet sizes and 
different refrigerant charge amounts will also need to be considered. 
 
As compared to air condiƟoners, heat pumps require more design changes in order to achieve the new minimum effi-
ciencies. Some of the changes to heat pumps will be similar to the air condiƟoners such as more efficient compressors, 
larger coils and cabinet sizes. However, heat pump condenser fan motors will also change and there may also be con-
trol changes too. 
 
HeaƟng Season Performance Factor (HSPF) increases are more difficult to achieve as compared to just SEER increases. 
There are new tesƟng models that equipment manufacturers must adhere to. Heat pumps minimum efficiency raƟngs 
are also increasing across the United States by the same metric. ExisƟng efficiency raƟngs of 14 SEER/8.2 HSPF that 
were set back in 2015 will now be increased to raƟngs of 15 SEER/8.8 HSPF on January 1, 2023. 
 
Equipment manufactured aŌer January 1, 2023 will also display a new energy guide label that will display a “SEER 2” 
value. This will represent a more “true representaƟon” of how equipment will perform in the real world in a typical in-
stallaƟon scenario. For example: Think of this in the same way that car dealers explain highway miles vs. city miles. 
SEER would be the same as highway miles – ideal condiƟons, cruise control, no stopping or starƟng, smooth ride, but 
not a true representaƟon of all driving condiƟons. SEER 2 would be the same as city miles - stopping, starƟng, bumpy 
road, changing traffic, a more true and realisƟc evaluaƟon of how the equipment preforms with changing condiƟons. 
SEER 2 does not mean there are changes in the product. This is just a new tesƟng standard and raƟng that was created 
to give the homeowner a more accurate representaƟon of how the equipment is operaƟng in their home. 
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MaƩhew Schneider 
 

A s a follow up to Ken Jung’s discussion on what is 
happening with regards to product changes 

scheduled for January 1, 2023, it is equally im-
portant to determine an inventory path 
that matches your goals. Monroe 
Equipment was asked as far back as 
June to place 13 SEER inventory 
orders early and oŌen to en-
sure that we had the product 
we thought we might need in 
the producƟon que prior to the 
change. We analyzed our previ-
ous several years sales, mulƟ-
plied it up by the already high 
annual increases we have been 
seeing over the past few years 
and have placed our final pur-
chase orders for Concord 4AC13L, Armstrong Air 
4SCU13LB and Armstrong Air 4SCU13LE units.  
 
Wisconsin is in the beneficial geographical territory 
where there is not a “drop dead” date for 13 SEER in-
stallaƟon. Contractors in the Northern Region can in-
stall 13 SEER equipment universally following the Janu-
ary 1, 2023 deadline as long as there is equipment 
available. Some dealers have expressed that they 
would like to have availability to 13 SEER condensing 

units into the 2023 calendar year. If this is the case, it 
is important that we work together on a stocking and 

inventory strategy to provide for your goals. 
New construcƟon dealers may have con-

tracts on new homes that extend 
out past the January 1, 2023 dead-
line. It will be important that we 

address those contracts now, 
to either submit a change order 
for the new minimum efficiency 
units or to guarantee inventory 
to successfully fulfill those con-
tracts.  
 
Monroe Equipment has good 

stock on 13 SEER units today 

and expects several thousand 

more units to be hiƫng our docks between 

now and January 1, 2023, but we have no ability to 

order more at this point. What we have on order is 

what we expect to have by the deadline, none fewer 

and no more than currently on purchase order. This 

current and expected inventory will be allocated on a 

first come, first serve basis from this point forward and 

we are more than willing to work with you on larger 

stock orders to meet your goals.  

CONSIDER YOUR 13 SEER REQUIRMENTS & EXPECTATIONS 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

Kasey Krestan 
 

M eet Nate Janik. Nate just started working at Monroe Equipment in mid-
September. Nate is now a member of our warehouse team.  

 
Nate was born and raised in Pewaukee, WI with his mom, dad and brother Nik. Nate 
enjoys watching all kinds of sports and playing golf. One thing he would like to mark 
off of his bucket list is to go somewhere out of the country. Nate is an avid traveler 
and has already been to 42 states in the US! Nates favorite food is steak and his favor-
ite book is “Rich Dad, Poor Dad” by Robert T. Kiyosaki.  
 
Nate has been enjoying his coworkers and geƫng to know them beƩer. We are happy to have Nate as a 
part of our team. 

Nate Janik 
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FIELDPIECE MANOMETER & PRESSURE SWITCH TESTER 
Jeff Guldan 
 

T he SDMN6 is a dual-port manometer that 
measures gas pressure and the staƟc pressure 

of a duct system. It also has the added capability of 
tesƟng and adjusƟng furnace pressure switches. 

 
The SDMN6 has an internal pump that can be used 
to simulate a draŌ. In other words, in addiƟon to 
being able to read any type of pressure that you 
would need on a furnace, you can actually calibrate 
any of the universal adjustable pressure switches to 
meet the furnace manufacturer’s specificaƟons. This 
can be a real Ɵme-saver because there are so many 
different pressure switches out there. It will help 
your techs save a few hours a week as they won’t  
need to chase down OEM specific parts. And in this 
Ɵght labor market, that’s more important than ever. 
 
The Dual Port Manometer has a very wide range. It 
can read gas pressures as high as 60” WC, with a 
resoluƟon of 0.1” WC. So you can read inlet pres-
sures, even if it’s a 2 psi supply pressure. A 1 psi gas 
pressure is equal to 27.7” WC, so a 2 psi system 
would be a liƩle less than 56” WC. The SDMN6 can 

also accurately measure the low, posiƟve and nega-
Ɵve pressures found in duct system staƟc pressure 
readings. When you are in the staƟc pressure mode, 
this manometer can read up to 2” WC, but, with a 
resoluƟon of 0.010” WC.   
 
Because it can read negaƟve pressures, it can be 
used for measurements on vacuum controls. If you 
are working with a different ambient pressure, there 
is a zero adjust that will compensate for that. And 
you can take pressure differenƟal readings, which 
can be displayed at all Ɵmes, if needed. 
 
The SDMN6 kit includes the instrument, two staƟc 
pressure Ɵps, staƟc pressure hoses with fiƫngs, 
slide-on adapters for gas pressure taps, quick con-
nect leads, hoses and fiƫngs required for pressure 
switch tesƟng, and a carrying case. It is one of the 
most versaƟle and user-friendly tools that you could 
have in your arsenal. 
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 Upcoming Events 
 

November 24, 2022 
CLOSED for Thanksgiving - All Locations 
 
November 25, 2022 
CLOSING at NOON - All Locations 
 
December 23, 2022 
CLOSING at 2:00 p.m. - All Locations 
 
December 26, 2022 
CLOSED for Christmas - All Locations 
 
December 30, 2022 
CLOSING at 2:00 p.m. - All Locations 

NEW WEBSTORE NOW LIVE 

Lynn Beine 
 

You asked for it and we answered!  

Our newly renovated webstore is LIVE. This new web-
store was created with updated features to offer our 
dealers a beƩer shopping experience. Not only can you 
shop online (with live pricing) you can now find invoices 
and open orders too. 
 
If you haven’t  visited our website in the last couple of 
months, you’re missing out! Come visit our new web-
store at www.monroeequipment.com. Click on STORE to 
register for the new webstore. (Sorry, previous logins 
and passwords will not work.) 
 
Our goal is to have ALL stocked products on our web-
store so we are conƟnuing to add product every day. 
 
If you have any quesƟons, please ask your Territory Man-
ager or give me a call. 


